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INTRODUCTION 
 

Congratulations on your upcoming wedding!  The pastors, staff, and 

wedding consultants at St. Luke are happy to assist you in  your 

wedding and marriage preparations. We wish to help make this a day of 

joy and celebration for you and the people sharing the day with you.  We 

believe that a solid foundation for a Christian marriage is based on a 

wedding service focused on two individuals coming together in Christ.  

May God richly bless you as you plan for this exciting and meaningful 

event. 

 

 

GETTING STARTED 
 

The first step in planning a wedding at St. Luke is to call the church 

office (651-459-1222) and set up your wedding date and time.  Your 

rehearsal will also be scheduled at this time.  As soon as the dates and 

times have been set, we ask that a $100 deposit be paid by check to St. 

Luke. When we receive your deposit, your wedding date will be added 

to the church calendar.  Please note that this amount will be deducted 

from your total payment. 

 

 

WEDDING TIMELINE 
 

At St. Luke we believe that your wedding day is special and we will not 

schedule other weddings on your date.  Please Note:  The latest time for 

an afternoon wedding is 3pm due to Saturday evening worship service.  

Weddings are not generally scheduled on Sundays or holiday weekends. 
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WEDDING FEES 
 

Member Fees 

$200 Pastoral Services & Honorarium: This includes premarital counseling and 

Wedding. 

$150 Wedding Consultant: This includes pre-wedding consultation, class, and 

Rehearsal. 

$  75 Custodian: This includes all preparation and clean-up. 

$  75 Sound Technician: This includes rehearsal. 

$  35 Pre-Marital Counseling materials and processing. 

Free Building usage. 

 

$535 Total St. Luke Member Fees and Honorarium 

 

Non-Member Fees 
$300 Pastoral Services & Honorarium: This includes premarital counseling and 

Wedding. 

$200 Wedding Consultant: This includes pre-wedding consultation, class, and 

Rehearsal. 

$125 Custodian: This includes all preparation and clean-up. 

$125 Sound Technician: This includes rehearsal. 

$  35 Pre-Marital Counseling materials and processing. 

$250 Building usage. 

 

$1035 Total Non-Member Fees and Honorarium. 

 

Other Notes: 
 Couples must be members at the time of booking the wedding to receive member 

fees. 

 All couples must make a $100 deposit at the time the date is finalized with St. 

Luke. 

 Couples provide their own unity candles. 

 Offsite wedding arrangements and fees are agreed upon by couples and a St. 

Luke Pastor. 

 We ask that all fees (minus your deposit) be paid two weeks prior to your 

wedding.  Checks are made payable to St. Luke Lutheran. 

 Any additional fees, such as those for candelabra candles ($20), can be added to 

your check. 
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WEDDING LICENSE 
 

Your wedding license can be obtained at any Minnesota County 

Government Center. 

 

There is a five-day waiting period after you apply for a license before it 

can be picked up or mailed. 

 

The license must be used within 6 months. 

 

You will qualify for a reduced license fee if you participate in St. Luke 

wedding class and pastoral counseling. 

 

Further information can be obtained online at: 
www.co.washington.mn.us ÍÖÙɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɯ"ÖÜÕÛàȭɯɯ"ÓÐÊÒɯÖÕɯȿÐÕÍÖɯÍÖÙɯ

ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɀɯÛÏÌÕɯÚÊÙÖÓÓɯËÖÞÕɯÛÖɯÓÐÊÌÕÚÌɯÈÕËɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÊÌÕÛÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÊÓÐÊÒɯÖÕɯ

marriage licenses. 

 

Your license should be brought or mailed to St. Luke no later than two 

weeks prior to your wedding. 
 

 
 

http://www.co.washington.mn.us/
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WEDDING CLASS 
 

Wedding classes are given by the wedding team at St. Luke to help you 

plan your ceremony.  At the class, we go over the specifics of church 

policy, the wedding service, picture protocol, wedding license 

information, music, and more.  You need only attend one class that is 

approximately one hour long.  You will receive notification of these 

classes.  The dates are also listed in the Good News and the Sunday 

bulletins. 

 

You will also have the opportunity at the class to take the Prepare 

Inventory.  The Prepare Inventory is a questionnaire offering a series of 

questions or situations to respond to as they apply to you.  Both you and 

your fiancé will fill complete the questionnaire separately and discuss it 

with the pastor when you meet. 

 

Because this is an important part of your pre-marriage counseling, we 

require that both you and your fiancé attend a St. Luke wedding class. 
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PRE-MARRIAGE COUNSELING 

SESSIONS 
 

After you have attended a wedding class and completed the Prepare 

Inventory, the pastor officiating at your wedding will contact you to set 

up counseling sessions.  You will meet with a pastor for at least two one- 

hour sessions. 
 

WEDDING MINISTRY TEAM 
 

St. Luke has a terrific team of pastors, wedding consultants and staff 

ready and willing to assist you.  A St. Luke wedding consultant will be 

assigned to help you with your wedding plans. 

 

Close to your wedding date, each couple will meet with their wedding 

consultant to go over the specific details of your wedding. 

 

Please feel free to call the church office (651-459-1222) with any 

questions that come up during your planning. A wedding consultant 

from St. Luke will contact you with helpful information. 

 

Wedding consultants will be present at your rehearsal and wedding.  

Some of their duties include conducting the wedding rehearsal, ensures 

the church is ready on your wedding day, train ushers, line up the 

wedding party, and assist with a number of other details. 
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MUSIC 
 

Wedding music is a wonderful way to praise God and celebrate the love 

you have for each other.  It may be instrumental or vocal, performed live 

or on CD. 

 

Please remember that the wedding service is an act of worship.  Music 

used in the service should therefore reflect the praise of God.  With this 

in mind, feel free to choose your favorite wedding songs.  If you need 

suggestions, we have compiled a list of the most popular wedding 

music.  It is included in this manual.  Your officiating pastor will go over 

your music selections with you for final approval. 

 

St. Luke has pianists and vocalists for you to hire. Contact a member of 

the wedding team if you are interested.  A St. Luke sound tech will be at 

your rehearsal and wedding to assist with sound levels, microphones, 

"#ɀÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÒÌȭ 



 9 

SUGGESTED WEDDING SERVICE 

MUSIC 
 

Processionals/Recessionals 

Air or Hornpipe from Water Music  Handel 

Bridal Chorus (Here Comes the Bride)  Wagner 

Canon in D       Pachelbel 

Finale from Water Music    Handel 

)ÌÚÜȮɯ)ÖàɯÖÍɯ,ÈÕɀÚɯ#ÌÚÐÙÐng    Bach 

Ode to Joy       Beethoven 

Spring (The Four Seasons)    Vivaldi 

Trumpet Tune      Purcell 

Trumpet Voluntary     Clarke 

Wedding March      Mendelssohn 

Wedding March/Marriage of Figaro  Mozart 

 

Hymns 

(You may choose to have the congregation sing a hymn(s) during  

your wedding service as a way of giving thanks and praise and  

ÈÚÒÐÕÎɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÉÓÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÖÕɯàÖÜÙɯÔÈÙÙÐÈÎÌȭȺ 

 

#315  +ÖÝÌɯ#ÐÝÐÕÌȮɯ ÓÓɯ+ÖÝÌɀÚɯ$ßÊÌÓÓÐÕÎ 

#551  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

Insert  Borning Cry 

#245  All People That on Earth 

#534  Now Thank We All Our God 

#287  O Perfect Love 

#561  For the Beauty of the Earth 

 

http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/wedding-march.html
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WEDDING SERVICE 

MUSIC 
 

Suggestions 

All My Life  KC and JOJO  

Angels Brought 

Me Here  Guy Sebastian 

At Last  Etta James  

Ave Maria       Schubert 

Because you Loved me     Celine Dion  

Butterfly Kisses      Bob Carlisle  

Come Away With Me     Norah Jones  

Forever       Jaheim  

From This Moment     Shania Twain  

Grow Old Along With Me 

Heaven       DJ Sammy  

How Beautiful 

I Could Not Ask For More 

I Will Be Here      Steven Curtis Chapman 

Me and You      Kenny Chesney  

Morning Has Broken 

One Hand, One Heart 

Only Time       Enya  

Storybook Love (Theme from Princess Bride)  Mark Knopfler  

Sunrise, Sunset 

3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ/ÙÈàÌÙ     Malotte 

The Prayer       Charlotte Church/ 

Josh Groban  

The Wedding Song      

6ÌɀÝÌɯ.ÕÓàɯ)ÜÚÛɯ!ÌÎÜÕ     The Carpenters 

These are some of the more popular selections for wedding music.  A 

ÝÈÙÐÌÛàɯÖÍɯÞÌËËÐÕÎɯ"#ɀÚɯÈÙÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈble for purchase at local music stores 

to help you in choosing music for your ceremony.  The internet is also 

very helpful in selecting music. Some sites allow you to hear the various 

songs. 2Ûȭɯ+ÜÒÌɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÍÌÞɯ"#ɀÚɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯÈÛɯàÖÜÙɯÞÌËËÐÕÎɯÐÍɯÕÌÌËÌËȭ 

http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/all-my-life.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/angels-brought-me-here.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/angels-brought-me-here.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/at-last.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/because-you-loved-me.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/butterfly-kisses.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/come-away-with-me.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/forever.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/from-this-moment-on.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/heaven-dj-sammy.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/me-and-you.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/only-time.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/storybook-love.html
http://www.popular-wedding-songs.com/wedding-songs-lyrics/the-prayer.html
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SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

 Genesis 1:26-31 

 Genesis 2:18-24 

 Psalm 33 

 Psalm 100 

 Psalm 117 

 Psalm 127 

 Psalm 128 

 Psalm 136 

 Psalm 150 

 Song of Solomon/Songs 2:10-13 

 Song of Solomon/Songs 8:7 

 Isaiah 63:7-9 

 Matthew 19:4-6 

 John 2:1-10 

 John 15:9-12 

 Romans 12:1-2 

 1 Corinthians 12:31--13:13 

 Ephesians 5:21-33 

 Philippians 4:4-7 

 1 John 4:7-12 
 

The listed Scripture readings are simply suggestions.  Please feel free to 

select other Bible passages that are appropriate for this worship service. 
 

Understanding that your wedding is, indeed, a worship service - poetry 

and other readings are not encouraged.  This is a service grounded in 

&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÖÙËȭ 
 

If you have any questions about your selected Scripture Readings, the 

pastor working with you is more than happy to answer them for you. 
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WEDDING FLOWERS AND 

DECORATIONS 
 

There are many talented florists in the area to 

assist you with your floral and decorating 

needs. 
 

Please feel free to bring in flowers and 

decorations for your wedding.  If you will need 

extra time to set up, let your wedding 

consultant or the church office staff know so 

they can make sure the sanctuary will be free.  Also, notify them if you 

choose to leave flowers at the church in honor of your wedding. 
 

Assigning an attendant to pass out and pin on flowers is suggested. 
 

Flower girls may drop fresh flower petals if an aisle runner is used.  

Aisle runners should be at least 60 feet long. 
 

Bubbles and bells ÈÙÌɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÊÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÙÐËÌɯÈÕËɯÎÙÖÖÔɀÚɯ

departure, but please do not use rice, birdseed or flower petals. 
 

The unity candle is a special (optional) part of the wedding ceremony.  It 

is a wonderful expression of becoming united in marriage. 
 

We ask that you purchase your own unity candle and two tapers for your 

wedding.  St. Luke has a floor stand for the unity candles for your 

convenience. 
 

St. Luke has two candelabras for your use during your ceremony. Each 

candelabrum has seven candles and the fee is $20. 
 

Special Request: 
Please make sure that all flowers and decorations are attached in such a 

way as to not deface woodwork or cause any damage.  In addition, we 

prefer that you not use glitter.  Please arrange to have your flowers and 

decorations removed from the sanctuary immediately following the 

wedding service.  We appreciate your cooperation. 
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WEDDING PHOTOS AND VIDEOS 
 

Wedding pictures are lasting memories of your very special day. 
 

Pictures may be taken inside and outside of the church. 

We ask that pictures be completed at least 30 minutes before the start of 

the ceremony so that we can get ready to receive your guests and to give 

you the time needed to prepare for the service. 

 

St. Luke strongly recommends that your 

pictures be taken before the wedding 

ceremony, due to preparations for our 

Saturday evening worship service, directly 

following your ceremony. 

 

Because a wedding is a worship service, we 

ask that guests and photographers do not 

use flash photos during the ceremony.  Your 

photographer can of course take pictures 

without flash at this time from the back of the sanctuary. 

 

We welcome videotaping of your wedding.  Videographers are 

encouraged to attend the rehearsal so they can be shown the appropriate 

spots to capture the ceremony. 
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WEDDING REHERSAL 
 

To ensure that your wedding will run smoothly, we have a rehearsal to 

practice the specifics of the ceremony. 

 

The rehearsal is generally held the night before the wedding ceremony 

and is completed in approximately one hour. 

 

The wedding party, parents, readers, ushers, musicians and 

videographers should attend.  We will go through the entire service 

including the processional, the service, the recessional, receiving lines as 

well as other details. 

 

We recommend that you have two ushers for weddings up to 200 guests 

and three or more ushers for weddings over 200 guests.  Ushers will be 

trained at the rehearsal. 

It is very helpful to have a couple 

designated as wedding assistants. 

The couple will assist with guest 

book, program distribution and 

flower pinning 

 

Special Request: 
Please bring a number of your 

wedding programs to the rehearsal 

to be used by the St. Luke wedding team and any others helping with 

your wedding. 
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DRESSING ROOMS 
 

Dressing areas for men and women will be set up for your convenience.  

Each space will have mirrors, table and chairs and an emergency kit with 

last minute supplies.  Please feel free to bring in ironing boards, curling 

irons and anything else you might need to get ready. 
 

St. Luke has a no smoking/ no alcohol policy.  We appreciate your 

cooperation. 

 

 Please do not leave valuables unattended.  There are many unfamiliar 

faces at weddings and we may not know if someone is a guest or not. 

 

 We love animals, but we ask that pets not be included in your 

wedding ceremony. 

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to serve you during this special and 

important time in your life.  Please let us know if we can be of further 

service to you at this time or in the future. 

 

ST. LUKE PASTORS, STAFF AND 

WEDDING TEAM 
 

Pastor Tim Housholder   651-459-1222 ext. 23 

Pastor Nathan Anenson   651-459-1222 ext. 28 

Kelli Colley, Staff Wedding Liaison     651-459-1222 ext. 22 

 

Jenn Blomberg, Wedding Coordinator 

651-769-0547 

Lynn Deiman, Wedding Coordinator 

651-578-8728 

Cecilia Peterson, Wedding Coordinator 

651-438-9268 
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WEDDING PROGRAM 
 

The Wedding Service  
 

 Prelude ɬ (Optional music) 
 

 Processional - (Music/list name, title and composer) 
 

 The Welcome 
 

 The Invocation 
 

 The Opening Prayer 
 

 Lessons - (list Bible verses) 
 

 Music - (optional - list title and composer) 
 

 Homily 
 

 Invitation to Exchange Vows 
 

 Exchange of Vows 
 

 Exchanging of Rings 
 

 Announcement of Marriage 
 

 Lighting of the Unity Candle 
 

 Music - (optional - one of the most common places for music/list title and composer) 
 

 The Blessing 
 

 Closing Prayers 
 

 3ÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ/ÙÈàÌÙ 
 

 The Benediction 
 

 Presentation of the Couple 
 

 Recessional - (music-list title and composer) 
 

 Postlude - (optional music) 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORISTS 
 

St. Luke welcomes you and your business!  We would like to share some 

information with you about our church flower and decorating policies. 

 

1. Because we want to preserve the good condition of our church 

building, we ask that there be no defacement of church property 

from flowers and decorations. 

 

2. If you are providing an aisle runner for the wedding, it should be 

at least 60 feet long.  Please provide pins for our wedding team to 

attach the runner to the carpet.   

 

3. Flower girls may drop fresh petals if a runner is used. We ask that 

you have your client check with the St. Luke wedding consultant if 

you want to move anything for decorating. 

 

4. If you are providing equipment such as candelabras, fountains, or 

the like, please pick them up immediately following the wedding. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

St. Luke Wedding Team 

7000 Hinton at 70th Street 

Cottage Grove, Minnesota  55016 

651.459.1222 

Fax 651.769.2939 

www.stlukecg.com 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
 

St. Luke welcomes you and your business!  We would like to share our 

policies regarding wedding photos with you. 

 

Weddings at St. Luke are scheduled so that each party has use of the 

sanctuary at least two hours before the starting time and one hour after 

the starting time.  As a result, we recommend that all photos in the 

sanctuary be taken before the wedding.  

 

In addition, we ask that photos are completed one half hour before the 

ÚÛÈÙÛÐÕÎɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯÖÜÙɯÞÌËËÐÕÎɯÊÖÖÙËÐÕÈÛÖÙɀÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ

sanctuary and to give the wedding party time to freshen up. Please 

replace any furnishings moved during picture taking. 

 

Flash photos may be taken as the wedding party proceeds up the aisle 

during the processional.  We ask you to respect the sanctity of the 

wedding service by remaining no more than half way up the aisle at this 

time. 

 

During the service, flash photos are not allowed.  You may take photos 

without a flash from the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

St. Luke Wedding Team 

7000 Hinton at 70th Street 

Cottage Grove, Minnesota  55016 

Phone: 651.459.1222 

Fax: 651.769.2939 

www.stlukescg.org 
 


